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Two rural villages with similar characteristics were 
selected- in Punjab (northern India) in order to study^i^ttit udes 
towards planned socio-economic development proqrams. All household 
heads (married males) in Bhaqpura (123) and Khaira Bet (116) were 
interviewed; ether data were derived separately. Program acceptance 
(mcdernisni) in both villaqes correlated very hiqhly with the 
respondents' psycho- social modernism, mass-media participation, and* 
extra-community cchtac+^s, Khaira Bet (more remote in terms of road 
links a \d tr ansportation facilities) reflected more conservatism -n 

timw areas, plirticularly formal and family education, civic/political 
participation,, level of livinq, villagG leadership status^ landowner 
status, aT\d tf^^upational status. An nnanticipat ed finding was that 
cas*€ was not a 'significant predictor of proqram approval. Aqe 
reflected a predictable conservatism and had a negative correla,tidn 
of -•72 in bcth villages. Since exposure to mass media and 
extra-community activities iras sigrifica.nt in acceptance of 
socio-economic development programs, development and extension 
agencies should find support for rural. development programs gmong 
villaqets who have already been exposed to external ideas and 

behavioral, patterns; agencies should. also d€||iqn extra -community 
sdcial contacts,' ^fo.rmal education, and mass-media and civic/polit ic«l 
participation of villagers in -order to aid development effor+s. <i 
<BP) ^ ^ ■ - . 
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ABSTRACT 

The focus of the present study was on the association between modernism 
and planned development in psycho-social terms. The objectives were to 
^ study the relationship between psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward 
programs for planned socio-economic development and to identify whether or 
not psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward the planned developmental 
programs shared some common predietors. Some other related objectives were 
to point out the consequences of the findings in the light of the planned 
developmental efforts in the Indian villages and the consequent measures ' 
which could be adopted to promote the rural developmental programs. The 
study was conducted in two purposely selected villages in the north part 
of India. Several controls, /however, were applied in the selection to 
enhance the comparability of the data and to test the impact ot u>^an 
influences on the attitudes toward the planned developmental programs in . 
a general way. The data were collected through a field survey administering 
an interview schedule to 239 respondents. The correlation and regression 
analysis techniques were employed to analyze the data. The findings with 
regard to the objectives of the study have been presented and some measures 
have been suggested for promoting the rural dev?elopmental programs in 
India. The study also appeared to ^aise a' question whether or not the 
) selected variables could predict attitudes toward the planned developmental 
programs in traditional as well as modern situations with the same predictive 
efficiency. . 
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Scientific interest in the are& of societal change appears to be as 
old as the motlern social thought. But, in the last thirty years or so, the 
interest has acquired a new focus and a new purpose in recognition of the 
i,ncreasing economic and socio-pol itical .problems of the Third World nations. 
The majc^r questioft^ which is being asked at present is not how and why 
societies change, but how can they change io-^ome desired directions. An 
important objective of this new research emphasis is to help the developing 
societies acquire better living conditions through the achievement of their 
established goals of socio-economic development.' 

The states of traditionalism and modernism have been suggested to be 
associated with different sets of psychological orientations and'^^ehavioral 
patterns (Rohden 1935; Kallen 193.5). Since appropriate attitudes and 
behavioral patterns within the societies have been considered to be of 
central importance in the successful implementation of the programs for 
planned development, occurrence of either of the states may have some 
important consequences for the developmental efforts. A need, therefore, ' 
appears to exist for a careful evaluation of the states of traditionalism 
and modernism within the socieites. An evaluation should also be made of 
the implications-t)f the states for the planned developmental efforts and 
the consequent measures which could be adopted to facilitate the achievement 

t 

of the established goals of socio-economic development. v 

\ 

If» recent years, a considerable amount o1* research literature has been 
produced in .the area (see Spi.tz 1969; Brod^' 1970). However, sufficient 
knowledge is still not there regarding the content of traditionalism and 



Fnoderrlisni in cross-cultural situations, the factors which produce the 
tradUlonal and modern states and thf Implication pf the states for the " 
attitudes, values and behavioral . patterns of the people. Much less is 
particularly known regarding the na^ture of the relationship between . 
traditionalism and modernism within the societies and the efforts of the 
societies for planned socio-economic development. Since these are some 
of the crucial issues affecting the developmental efforts of numerous 
societies in the Third World, their further analysis appears to be badly^ 
needed. 

The. Theoretical Background . 

An association between psychological orientations and societal develop- 
ment in geijgral has been suggested'in the literature for a long time. It 
can be noticed in. the writings of Max Webertsee Parsons 1958) ^and later in 
the works of Parsons (1951), Lerner (1958), Hoselitz (1960, 1964)^ McCl el land 
(J961). Hagen (1962), Apter (1965, 1968), Bellah (1965), Bendix (1966, 1967), 
Atkinson and Feather (1966), Gusfield (1967), Peshkin and Cohen (1967), 
Rudolph and Rudolph (1967), Le Vine .(1968), Kahl (1968), Eisenstadt (1968). 
Weintraub (1968, 1972), McClelland and Winter (1969), Inkeles (1969), 
Horowitz (1970), Portes (1973) and Inkeles and Smith (1974). Weber had 
suggested that development of the protestant ethic was the principal cause 
for the rise of the spirit of capitalism in the eighteenth cent;ury western 
Europe; the view which has been challenged by authors like Samuel sson 
(see French 1961) and Robertson (1933) and defended by others like Bendix 
{1%Z),. Nelson (1964), Aron (see Howard and Weaver 1967) and. Freund (1968). 
Hagen (1962) and Others'have suggested that the principal causal factor 



responsible for economic development in the societies is the entrepreneurial 
attitude. McClelland (1961) and his associates, similarly „ have suggested 
that economic development at any place and any time is caused 6y, a preqeding 
\preaa of the ne6d for achievement. The current association between 
modernism and socio-economic development which. is being suggested at present: 
appears to fall in the same general tradition. . 

It can be noticed that modernism has invariably been given in the 
literature a positive connotation and it has been advocated as a favorable 
force for the socio-economic development. Modernism, therefore, has often 
been recommended as an asset for the Third World nations w.hich is desirable 
and necessary for their planned developmental efforts (L^rnervl958; Peshkin 
and Cohen 1967; Kahl 1968; Inkeles and Smith , 1974) . Tradi tiOnal ism, on 
the other hand, has generally been given a negative connotation in the 
literature and it has been considered as an impediment to the planned, ' 
developmental .efforts. Several other researchers have tried to point out 
that such a suggested relationship between traditionalism/modernism and 
socio-economic development could bj^ misleading since traditionalism and 
past traditions are not always inimical to the planned developmental efforts 
and nor are they completely undesirable ;in the societies (Gusfield 1967; 
Sen 1968;,Weintraub 1968. 1972; G^aljart 1971; Portes 1973; Sharma 1977). 
In the nation-building process, for example, both traditionalism and 
modernism have been suggested. to play an importlint role since they serve 
as sortie of the key factors for the formation of the developmental goals and 
Ideologies. They also serve as. the basis for the formation and continuation 
of the development-related sociaf movements within the societies, (Gusfield- 
1967; Weintraub 1972)/. ' • . 



. Traditionalisms and past traditions, . therefore, ma^ support and even 

promote the developmental efforts in some cases. Insome cases, however, 

they may wark against such efforts. Modernism, similarly, may" not act.as 

a favorable force for the ^developmental efforts und^r all circumstances'. 

Modernism, for example, is not likely to be a favorable force for the 

developmental effprts ifjt occurs prematurely, under the conditfons of 

excessive underdev.elopment,^or when there are not enough provisions for 

its conversion into devejoemental entrepreneurship (Portes 1973; Chodak 
, 1973). . ' ^ ^ 

In overall terms, however, the traditional istic states appear to set. 
up a -thesis of the primacy of the. past traditions and of the 'existing 
socio-Gultural oVder.. The modernistic states? on the other hand, are 
relatively more flexible and they would take the older as well as the 
•.existing socio-cultural order as manipulable in case of the upcoming 
exigencies of the present and the future (Rohden 1935; Kail en 1935). 
The principal orientatipn in the case of traditionalism; therefore, is one 
of adhering to the past traditions, preserving the existing socio-cultural 
order and resisting the change forces. In the case of modernism, the 
principal* orientallon would be to pl^ki for the present and the future in 
a rational way "by subor«tfiating the traditional to the novel and the 
'established and customary to the exigencies of the recent and innovating" 
(Kallen 1935). It would, therefore, appear that a general tendency (at* 
le^S't an initial one)'irv the case (^f an overall tradi-tional ism profile • 
would be one of skepticism about the planned developmental programs and' 
even resisting such effortl In the case of an overall modernism profile. 



an initial tendency would be to be open about the planned change efl'orts ' 
and if possible, to give the efforts at least an in'itial trial ^see Dube 
1^58; Lionberger 1960; Rogers 1962; Banerji '1971; Gifft, Washbon and 

Harrison 1972: Whyte 'l974). • . ' . 

t ' '' ■ 

Beyond this, the relationship' between traditionalism/moderhjsm and 
socio-economic development appears to be extremely complex and it would 
depend partly upan: 1) the past traditions, 2) the existing socio- 
cultural 'context, 3) the current neqds of the people, 4) the nature, content, 
scope, centrality and legitimation ©f the developmental programs, and 
5) the kind of psychological environinent in which the programs are initiated 
and implemented. Traditional ism, • for example, is" much >ess likely to be ' 
an impediment to the planned developmental efforts if such efforts are 
relatively small in magnitude, narrow in scope and if they do not affect 
the 'dxisting.socio-cultural order very significantly on. salient points. 
Similarly, traditionalism is less likely to be a barrier to the planned 
developmental efforts" if the planned programs are designed in such a 
way so as to be consistent with. the- felt-needs of the people^ Traditionalism 
would be particularly less hostile to the planned; developmental efforts if r 
the planned programs are envisioned^ and implemented within the'legi timizing 
boundaries: of the existing traditionalism within the societies (Gusfield 
1967; Weintraub 1972). " 

, Traditionalism, tHius, is not an attitude jof complete rejection of 
alT kinds of -devpTopmental ef/orts, as modernism is not an attitude of. ' 
outright acceptance of such efforts. I/i the case of the^developmental 
efforts of any society, both traditionalism and modernism play an important 
role a^nd they help and guide the establishment' of the developmental 



ideologies, polietes and goal$. In the process of, soao-economics "develop- 
ment, traditionalism has its fg.rther utility as one of the bases for the 
legitimation and inner gustif4eation of th^ established developmental 
■ pel ides and goals. Modernism, stmila.rly, has its further utility as 
a» baiis for the formation of new developmental directions and aspiratiorfs. 
.Accdrdingly, the seeking of a compromise between the existing traditionalism 
and modernism appears to be important to all. the societies and they keep 
on operating between the desire to be moderia and the desire to preserve 
the past traditions (Gusfield .1967). In several important ways, therefore, 
traditionalism instead of ffcting.as an .intervening factor between the 
societr^nd its planned developmental goals, 'acts as one of the significant 
determinants of such efforts (Weintraub 1972). For the same repson, 

traditionalism also determines partly which of the developmental efforts 

1. • , ■ 

would be accepted b|y. the'members, of a society and which of the efforts 
would be opposed and rejected^usfield 1967; Rudolph and Rudolph 1967; 
Le Vine. 1968; 'Wai|raub' 1972; Chodak 1973). 

.In general, the above cited observations would hold good in case 
of almost all the societies. However, the exact nature 6f the relation- 
ship between tradit^ional ism/modernism and planned socio-economic development 
would still differ according to the contexts of, time, locale, history, 
culture, past traditionsand other structural and $ocio-cul tural features 
of the societies.. The relationship would also differ according to the 
analytical level of traditional ism/giodern ism which is, under consideration " 
and. the particular aspect of the socio-economic development under focus 
(Elsenstadt 1966; Gusfield 1967; Bendix 1967; Stephens'on 1968; Weinberg 
1968; Sen 1968; Clign'et and Sweep 1969; fortes 1973; Sharma 1977). 



The Present Study . ' i . . ' 

.. Depending upfln the context, . therefore., thiire' appear to be numerous 
...posslbnitles Of the re^atiolfthip between traditional Um/modernisni and. .. 
planned socjo-econoniic deyelopnient; the possibilities about which very 
little is known a't the present time. This is particularly true of the . • ' 
rural populations around the world where enough exploration of ^ 
' the relationship has not yet been done. A need, thereforls, appears to ^ 
exist for a further exploration of the relationship in as .nany diverse 
conditions as possible. This need is ■partioularly^rucial in case of the 
developing societies in the Third World since in their case an adequate 
knowledge of the relationship is likely to be most consec^ential . A further 
exploration^of the relationship also appears to be necessitated by the fact 
that both traditionalism/modernism and planned socioeconomic development, 
are culturany-conditioned and multidimensional phenomena. 

The focus in case of the present paper was on the association between 
niodernism and planned development in psycho-social terms. The objectives 
were to study the relationship between psycho.so(?ial modernism and attitudes 
toward -programs for planned socio-economic development and to identify whether 
or- not psycho-soGlal mddernism and attitudes toward' planned socio-economic 
development had some common predictors. The Other related objectives 
were to point out the consequences of the findings in the light of the 
plartned developmental efforts 'in the Indian villages and th^consequent 
measures which could be adopted to promote the rural developmental vprograms 
in India. : * 

The paper is based on the. findings of a larger study. < . V * 



The study was conducted 1n Khaira Bet and Bhagpura villages in the Punjab 

■ , * ' ■ ■ ' ■ 

State of I'hdia. The villages were selected purposely. Several . controls,-/ 
however, were applied in the selejjti.on in order to erthance'- the comparabilltty 
of the data. ' Another objective in applying the controls was tq. determinel 
tn a general :way. the effect of communicative proximity to the urban ceriter^ 
on village modernism and attitudes toward programs for planned socio- 
economic development. The villages, therefore, were similar In several 
respects. They were located in the same Punjabi -speaking region, .shared 
•the same sub-culture (Malva) and were from ,the same development blot 
(Manghat). The villages were further similar with regard to!' the rJral 
setting, si z6, agri -based economy, ^nuTti -caste structure, predonpnance of ' 
the Sikh population and physical ^tistance from the nearby urbari centers-' The 
two villages, however, differed with regar'd to the communicative proximity 
to the nearby towns and cities (>n terms of road UnKs and transportation 
faci 11 tie's). Bhagpura, in this respect, was communicatively closer to the 

urban centers. Khaira Bet, on the other hand, was relatively farther from 

/ ' 

-'a ^the .urban centers. ' " 

Jhe Variables an,d thi Data " '. 

. . ^ The selected i^aependent variables' were at three levels.^ At^ the vil,lage 
level, the degree of communicative proxim-ity of a village to the urban 
centers. , At the family level. Income, formal education, c1vic7political 
participation and level of living of the family. At the individual Veve^., 
caste, age, land Tpwnership, occupational status, formal education,- extra- 
• community contacts, village leadership status, mass-media participation. 



civic/political participation and psycho-social modernism of the Individual . 
Sex and piarital status were the other significant independent variables 
which coul?l be consi'dered. These variables, howeve|", were not included. 
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in the theoretical framework since al.l the selected respondents in the study 
were- males, and married persons. The dependent, variable in :the. study was 
the attitudes toward programs for planned socio-economic development. ^ 
y The focus of the study was air the indiyjdwal -level. The data were ' '■' 
collected through a field survey administering an interview schedule to 
the respondents. The head of-the household was the respondent and the \ 
unit of analysis. The study covered the total . population of th& household- 
heads in the respective villages, 123 in Khaira Bet and 116 in Bhagpura. , ■ 

Some other data were derived separately through a rankirtg procedure 
(see Sharma 1974). Examples of such data were caste status ranking, • / 
occupational prestige ranking and leadership status" in the villages. 

Psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward programs for planned 
socio-economic development were treated as multid|fmensional context- 
specific phenomena and they were measured' separately with two Lik^rt-type 
attitudinal scales. - Validity and reliability of the scales were determined- 
through the use of judges and by subjecting the scales to internal consistency 
item analysis. The final measure of validity applied to the scales was 
of independent criteria of educati-on (J-nkeles 1969j Schnaiberg 1970i Armer 
[and Youttz 1971).-- ' • 

The data for the two villages were analyzed separately" employing' primarily 
jthe correlation and" regression analysfs techniques. . • . 

The Findings ' . . 

Since psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward programs* for planned 
socio-econ,omic development were both conte^it-specific "atti tudinal states, a 
very high association was expected between the two variables -in overall terms. 



For the same reason, it w^s also expected that the selected Independent 
. VariabT^es woul'd correlate with the two dependent v^riabl^s in a sijnilar 
^manner and ;that the^ two variables: woul^ share some common *pred1fctors.. ' 

The findings from the study have been reported partly InSharma <1978). 
It was revealed there that-communlcat-fv^ proximity of a village to the urba'n 
centers could be. taken as a general predictor o'f the- psycho-socla'l modernism. 
The greater the communiCatij^/oximlty to the urban center? ^ -the greater 
Ijhe ^psycho-social modernism could be expected within the. village. The , • 
• <i«(iu IM(J also ^revealed there that the- other significtnt predictors ^f ' / 
the psycho-social raodernism were' inasj-medla parficipatiort,- extra.-communitV 
contacts, age, formal, edcua'tion, c^ic/pgl itilal participation and frccupa-; 
tlonal status of the* respondent and xi vie/political participation and lev^l 
of living of the respondent's family." Qf those,, mass -medi" a parti c^jpati on ' 
and ex^ra-eommunity contacts of, the respondent could- be considered as 
excellent predictors. Age, formal /edutation,* civlc/pol'itlcal participation- 
of the respondent and- civic/political participation of the respondent's 
fam.ily^ould bO'egarded as good predictors, level ofji.ving of the, 
respondent's family and occupational status of the respondent •cou:lfl 'be 
regarded as moti^rately good predictors. , %■■ - ' 

In case .of the present study, the data reveaject that the manner of • 
association of the selected variables with the atti dues toward prograwns ' 
for planned 'soclo-economic development was generally the sanje as previously 
with the dependent H^ariable psycho-sociaU modernism. The direction o.f- ^ 
association and relatlye magnitudes of the C9rr9lation coefficients wer6 
also very .similar. 



The Communicative Proximity ' 
The data revealed that on a 0-40 seal e^^, the mean score for the attitudes 
.toward programs for planned soGio-ecojiofnlc development was 34.10 In the 
case of Bhagpura. In the case* of Khaira pet,, the score was 25.81 on the ^ ^ 
sajne scale. The difference between the scores was' significant statistical ly. 
It appeared, therefore, that communicative proximity of a village to' 
the urban centers was a factor for^he attitudes .toward programs for planned 
soclo-econiamic dey&Topment. The finding^has been presented inl another 
manner^in Table 1.1 ^ ' ' 

^ Table 1 

Attitudes toward Programs for Planned Socio- . * 
... Economic Development in the Two Villages' ' ' ' 

— :: . Bhagpura (N=116) Khaira Bet (N=123) 



Attitudes toward 'Programs for % of the ^ . 5^ of the 



\ ^ . 

Very Positive ^ ■ 
(33-1^0 scores) 


20.7 ' 


0.0 • 


Positive ) 
(25-32 scores)' 


37.1 




Neutral 

(17-24 scores) ' "'' 


16.4 


16.3'- 


Negative ^ 
(9-16 scores) 

f 


13.8 


■ -30.9 


Very Negative \ 
(0-8 scores) 

' ' ' " I' ' ' ' ' ' '' ' 


/ / 12.0 


r 

'50.4 

— . — . .. . ^ — ■ . ■ . . 



Table 1 reveals th^t there was a considerable difference in the attitudes 
toward programs for planned socio-economic development in the two villages. 
The attitudes were significantly more positive in Bhagplira as compared 
^to the attitudes in' Khaira -Bet. This difference in the attitudes was.^ 



partly attributable to the differential urban influences received by the 
respondents in the two villages. Partly, the difference cJjildalsobe due 
to some other factors, like the felt-needs of the peopl^ the specific nature 
and content of the developmental programs and other psychological and socio-' 
cultural differences in .the vi 1 lages.. ' ' > 

• The Other Correlates ' 
In case of the other selected variables, onl^ age was expected to 
correlate negatively with the attitudes toward programs for planned socio- 
economic development.'- Al^ the other variables were expected' to correlate 
with .the dependent variable in the positive direction. The result^ of the 
correlation analysis have been presented in Table 2. ^ 
/ ' " Table 2 



Correlates of Attitudes toward Programs for Planned 
Socio-Economic Development in the Two Villages 



I • Bhagpura Khaira Bet 



u . Correlation Correlation 

The Va-nables ^ Coefficient Coefficient 

Very Highly Correlated ' .... 

Psycho-Social Modernism of R . , ' .97 94 

Mass-Media Participation of R, . f^i ,'93 

Extra-community Contacts of R .96 '.90 

Highly Correlated ' - 

Formal Education of R .7? ' 58 

Agfr of R . * ^'72 '- 72 

Civic/Political- .Participation of R's Family \m ' 37 

Level of Living of R's Family ^ .64 '.32 

Moderately Corr'elattid , 

Civic/Political Participation of R 23 

Occupational Status. of R ' ' Ul '.2\ 

Lowly Correlated . . • , ^ " / ' ^ 

Vi'lJage Leadership Status of R ^ ' ^29 . 05" 

Landowner ship Status of R. .1?* . 'Z4 

Income of R's Family ,15 'jg 

Educ^tton of R's Family , , ^^p ^ [q? 

Very Lowly Correlated ' ,' ^ , 

Caste Status of R , , ,\q * ,o2 ' 
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Tab% 2 reveals that the correUtlon coefficients of all the selected 
variables were In. the expected direction. Only age was negatively correlating 
with the dependent variable. All the other variables were. correlating with 
the dependent variable in the positive direction.- .■ ' ' 

The variables which were most 'highly correlated with the dependent 
variable were psycho-social modernise, .ass-.edia participation and extra- 
conmunity cJStacts.^f the respondent. The correlation coefficients In 
case of each of these variables were extremely high in both \he villages 
■ and it appeared that given the knowledge of any of these variables, the 
attitudes toward programs for planned soclo-econom-c'development could be 
predicted with a fairly high degree of accuracy.' • . " " , 

The other variables which were highly correlated with the dependent 
variable were formal education and age of the respondent and civic/ 
political ..participation and^^level of living of the, respondent' s familyr—^ 
Of these, formal education of the respondent rndcrvlc/polltlcal partiJTpation 
and level^of living of the respondent's family.correlated with the dependent- 
variable more highly in Bhagpura than in Khaira Bet. In the case of age. 

the correlation coefficients were the same In the two villages. ^ ' . • 

■In the order of ^■decre.slng size of the correlation coefficients, civic/ ■ 
poUtiffal participation and occupational, status: of the respondent were'the ' 
next variables. These variables also tended to correl.te with the dependent 
variable more highly In Bhagpura than, In Khaira Bet. 

In'case of all the above cited variables, the' correlation coefficients ' 
were significant statistically and the direction as well as the gerferal' ' ' 
pattern of the association was in accordance with the theoretical expectations. 
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All these variables » therefore, could be taken as^the predictors of the attitudes 

toward programs for planned socio-economic', , development. The relative' 

sizes of the correlation coefficients in the ^wo villages, however, . indicated 

that with the exception of age, all the other selected variables were 

better predictors -of the dependent variable in Bhagpyra than in Kharia Bet. 

In case of theVest of the variables,, either the. sizes of the correlation 
coefficients were to6 small, or the pattern of the association _was not con- 
sistent in the two villages. These varjfables, therefore, could not be 
regarded as significant predictors of the dependent variable. Among these, 
variables were caste, landownership and leadership status\)f the respondent 
and educational level and income of the respondent's family. 

' . The Predictors ' . " 

In the^light of the earlier discussion, the communicative proximity 
of a village to the urban centers could be used as a general predictor 
of the attitudes toward programs for planned socio-economic development. ■ 
An accurate prediction of the attitudes, however, was much more complex 
and it required the consideration of several other factors, like the past 
traditions, the currertt socio-culturar context, the felt-needs of the - / 
people, the nature, context, scope, centrality and 'legitimation .of the ■ 
developmental programs, and the psychological environment in which the 
programs were Initiated and implemented. • ' . ' 

The other extremely good predictors of the'^attitucles toward programs 
for planned! socdo-economic development were psycho^social modernism, 
mass-media ^)art'1cipation and extra:iCommun1ty contacts of the respondent. 
On an average, psycho-social modernism explained 91.95 percent of the 



■ A ■ • 

variance in the dependent variable. Mass-media participation explained 

9^.75 percent of the variance and extra-community contacts explained 
.85.90 percent of the variance in the dependent variable. The predictive 
power of these variables was relatively .nW» in Bhagpura than in Khaira Bet. 
This pattern of the differential predictive power of the variables in 
the two villages existed in case of the retnaining identified significant 
predictors as well . 

In the order of decreasing predictive power, formal education and age 
of the respondent were the. next predictors of the dependent variable. In 
the absence of psycho-serial modernism, mass-media participation and extra- 
community contacts of the respondent, these ^riables explained a total • 
of 74.2 percent of the variance in the dependent variable. Formal education 
was a better predittor of the dependent variable in Bhagpura. Age, on 
the^other hand,, was a slightly better predictor of the dependent variable in 
Khaira Bet. • 

The other signifjcant predictors of the attitudes toward programs 
f^r planned socio-etonomic development were civic/political participation 
and level of livi-ng of the respondent's family-' and landownerslfip, civic/ 
political, participation and occupational status of the respondent. In 
the case of Bhagpura, these variables explained a total of 9.3;percent 

* 

additional variance in the dependent variable. In the case of Khaira Bet^ 
the additional variance expla^^ped in the dependent variable was 7.6 percent. 

In view of ttie above cited findings, therefore, psycho-social modernism, 
mass-mfed1a participation and extra-community contacts of the respondent 
were excellent predictors of the attitudes tomr6 programs for planned 
socio-economic development, formal education and age of ^the respondent were 



political participation and level of living 
and 0(1 Vic/political participation- of the ■ 
respondent could be considered as good predictors. Landownership and ' 
occupational stratus of /he respondent could be considered as moderately 
good predictors. ■ ' ' 
The Conclusions , 

The study revealed that the manner of association of all the selected 
variables with the attitudes toward programs^ for planned socio-economic 
development was generally the 'same as previously with the dependent 
variable psycho-s9cial modernism (see Sharma 1978). The direction of 

('• 4 

association and relative magnitudes of the correlation coefficients were 
also quite simiUr. As expected, therefore, an extremely high association 
existed between , psycho- social modernism and the attitudes toward ^programs 
for planned socio-economic development. In this case also,s^ortly age ' 
. was correlating negatively with the dependent variable. All the other 
variables were correlating with the dependent va/iiable in the positive 
direction. . . ' 

The study aTso revealed that the communicative pt^'oximity of a vil\l|e 
to the art^an centers could be taken a*s a general predictor of the'attitudes 
toward programs for planned socio-economic development.' The greater the, 
communicative proximity, the more positive the attitudes.could.be expected 
toward the planned developmental programs. It, however, needed to be , 
remembered that atmudes toward the planned ,de\e.lopmental programs were 
complex in i)rigin and in manifestations and an.accufate prediction of th^ 
attitudes- required the consideration of several Qther factors. ♦ Examples I 



of such factors mte the past traditions, the current sociorcultural context, 

\ 

the felt-needs Of the people, the nature, content, scope, central ity and . 
legitimation of the developmental' programs and the psychological environ- 
ment in which the programs were initiated and implemented. 

•The other identified predictors of the attitudes toward programs for 

I 

planned socio-economic development were psycho-social modernism, mass- 
media participation, civic/political participation, extra-community contacts, 
age, 'formal 'Education, landownership and occupational status of the respon- 
dent and level of living and civic/political participation of the respondent' 
family. Of these, psycho-social modernism, mSss-media participation and 
ex.tra- community contacts of the respondent could be considered' as excellent 

... * ■ ■ 

predictors. Given the i<nowledge of any of these variables, the dependent 
vari-able could be predicted with a fairly high degree of accuracy. -Formal 
educationtand age of the respondent v^eVe the next best predictors of the 
dependent variable and for the pur>os6 of relative rating, th^ycbuld b^ ' 
..con5ider^', as very good. Fol lowinJ\the same order of rating, level of 
living and civic/political participation of -the respondent's family and 
civic/political parti cipatipn of the respondent could be regarded as good 
predictors. Landownership .and occupational status of the respondent could ' 
be regarded as moderately good-^ predictors, Caste. and village leadership 
status of the respondent as»well as educational level and income of the 
. re$})ondent's family did not turrv out to be significant predictors of the 
^dependent vaniable.^ . 

In general, all of the above findings apfDeared to be consistent with 
the theoretical Expectations. Probably, the. most surprising finding was 




that caste of the respondent did not turn ol| to be ^ signi'flcant piredjctor^ 
of his attitudes toward p-rograms for planned socio-econoRiic development. 
Since all the 1^dent1 fled predictors tended to. predict the .dependent variable 
relatively better in Bh^gpura, t?he question appeared to remain open whether 
or 'not the selected variables could predict the attitudes toward programs' . 
for planned socio-economic development in traditional as well as "modern 
situation with the same predictive efficiency. ' ' 

In terms of -the practical implications of the findings, the very 
high positive association between psycho-social modernism and the attitudes 
toward .prograrfis for planned socio-economic development suggested tj 
traditionalism and modernism in the^Indfan villages had considerable 
consequences for the^rural developmental programs. In' a general way, 
psycho-social modernism appeared to be" helpful for the planned developmenjial 
efforts. Psycho-social -traditional ism," on the other hand, appeared to 
hinder such' efforts. ' j , . 

-. Since direct and indirect exposures to mass-media and extra-communitv 
^situations. v/er,e significant in the explanation of positive atti.tudes toward- ' 
programs .-fcir planned socio-economic. .development; the devetopment and 'extei^sion 
agencies /hould-find support for the rural de.velopmental programs among those 
vilTager's.Who Jiave had considerable exposure tq external ideas and behavioral 
•patlerns. Programs, designed for the expansion of extra-community social 
•contacts, formal education, mass-media participation arid civic/political 
participation of the villagers should also help the planned developmental 
efforts. ' / 



, • ) NOTES ; , . , 

The selection, and operationalization of the variables may be. noticed 
in SKarma (1978). . * . 

It'was intere^ing to note that caste of the respondent was not a 
significant pred^itor. of his psycho'-social modernism. (see Sharma 1978). 
The higher the score, the more .positive were the attitudes toward 
programs for planned socio-economic development. ' 
.It is worth noting that the important predictors of psycho-social 
modernism were basically the same as currently in case of the attitudes 
toward 'programs for planned socio-economic ^levelopmecit. The direction 
of prediction and relative predictive power of the variables were' - 
also v^ry similar (see Sharma 1978).. , 
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